The Applicant requests that final rejection of the present application be withdrawn 
pursuant to MPEP 706.07(a), which states in relevant part: 

"Under present practice, second or any subsequent actions on the merits shall be 
final, except where the examiner introduces a new ground of rejection that is neither 
necessitated bv applicant's amendment of the claims nor based on information 
submitted in an information disclosure statement filed during the period set forth in 37 
CFR 1.97(c) with the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p)." (Emphasis added.) MPEP 
706.07(a). 

In particular, claims 1-11, 13-21 and 23-31 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(b) in the Office Action dated July 13, 2005. Further, claims 12, 22 and 32 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). The Applicant responded by traversing the rejection 
of claims 7 (re-presented as claim 33), 11 (re-presented as claim 34), 14-25, 28 and 29 
in the October Response. Claims 7 (re-presented as claim 33), 11 (re-presented as 
claim 34), 14-25, 28 and 29 were not amended in the October Response. Coles (US 
6,062,500) is a newly cited reference against claims 7, 11, 14-25, 28 and 29. Coles 
was not cited in any prior Office Action, and therefore is a new ground of rejection of 
these claims. In other words, the new ground of rejection was not necessitated by 
applicant's amendment of claims 7 (33), 11 (34), 14-25, 28 and 29, nor by information in 
a newly submitted information disclosure statement. As a result, the instant final 
rejection is premature and should be withdrawn pursuant to MPEP §706.07(d). 

MPEP §706.07(d) provides in relevant part: "If, on request by applicant for 
reconsideration, the primary examiner finds the final rejection to have been premature, he 
or she should withdraw the finality of the rejection." MPEP §706. 07(d). Thus, the 
Applicants respectfully submit that pursuant to MPEP §706.07(a), the instant Final Office 
Action should be withdrawn in accordance with MPEP §706.07(d). 

If, for any reason, the instant request for withdrawal of the final rejection is denied 
and the finality of this action is maintained, the instant Amendment and Response should 
be accorded expedited treatment because it is filed within two months of the date of the 
Final Office Action. The Applicant has complied with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.116, 
and requests that this Amendment and Response be considered after final rejection. 
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Current Status of All Claims in the Application : 


1. (Previously Presented) A guide assembly for reducing lateral movement 
of a storage tape in a tape drive, the guide assembly comprising: 

a rotatable first roller including a perimeter surface, a circumference, a 
longitudinal axis and a groove disposed into the perimeter surface, the groove 
having a groove length that is less than the circumference. 

2. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 1 wherein the first roller includes a 
plurality of spaced-apart grooves, each of the grooves having a groove length that is 
less than the circumference. 

3. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 2 wherein the grooves are aligned 
substantially parallel to the circumference. 

4. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 3 wherein the grooves are semi- 
randomly distributed on the perimeter surface. 

5. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 2 wherein the groove length for at 
least one of the grooves is between approximately 0.1 percent (0.1%) and ninety 
percent (90%) of the circumference. 

6. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 2 wherein the groove length for at 
least one of the grooves is between approximately one percent (1%) and fifty percent 
(50%) of the circumference. 

7. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 2 wherein the groove length of at 
least one of the grooves is between approximately 0.01 inches and 1 .5 inches. 
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8. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 2 wherein the percentage of the 
perimeter surface onto which grooves are disposed is in the range of between 
approximately one percent (1%) and forty percent (40%). 

9. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 2 wherein the percentage of the 
perimeter surface onto which grooves are disposed is in the range of between 
approximately one percent (1%) and twenty-five percent (25%). 

10. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 1 further including a roller mount, 
wherein the roller is rotatably mounted on the roller mount approximately on at least a 
portion of the longitudinal axis of the first roller. 

11. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 1 wherein at least one of the 
grooves has a groove depth that varies between approximately zero inches and 0.02 
inches along the length of each groove. 

12. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 1 further comprising a second 
roller including a perimeter surface, a circumference, a longitudinal axis and a groove 
disposed into the perimeter surface, the groove having a groove length that is less than 
the circumference. 

13. (Original) A tape drive including the guide assembly of claim 1, a take-up 
reel and a head assembly. 

14. (Original) A guide assembly for reducing lateral movement of a magnetic 
tape in a tape drive, the guide assembly comprising: 

a first roller including a perimeter surface, a circumference, a longitudinal 
axis and a groove disposed into the perimeter surface, the groove having a 
groove depth that varies along the length of the groove. 


15. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 14 wherein the first roller includes 
a plurality of spaced-apart grooves, each of the grooves having a groove depth that 
varies along the length of the groove. 

16. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 15 wherein the groove length of at 
least one of the grooves is between approximately 0.1 percent (0.1%) and ninety 
percent (90%) of the circumference. 

17. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 15 wherein the groove length of at 
least one of the grooves is between approximately one percent (1%) and fifty percent 
(50%) of the circumference. 

18. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 15 wherein the percentage of the 
perimeter surface onto which grooves are disposed is in the range of between one 
percent (1%) and forty percent (40%). 

19. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 15 wherein the percentage of the 
perimeter surface onto which grooves are disposed is in the range of between one 
percent (1%) and twenty-five percent (25%). 

20. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 15 wherein each of the grooves is 
aligned substantially parallel to the circumference. 

21. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 15 wherein the grooves are semi- 
randomly distributed on the perimeter surface. 

22. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 14 further comprising a second 
roller including a perimeter surface, a circumference, a longitudinal axis and a groove 
disposed into the perimeter surface, the groove having a groove depth that varies along 
the length of the groove. 


-5- 


23. (Original) The guide assembly of claim 14 wherein the groove depth 
varies between approximately zero inches and 0.05 inches. 

24. (Original) A tape drive including the guide assembly of claim 14 and a 
take-up reel and a head assembly. 

25. (Original) A guide assembly for reducing lateral movement of a magnetic 
tape of a tape drive, the guide assembly comprising: 

a first roller having a perimeter surface, a circumference and a plurality of 
spaced-apart discontinuous grooves disposed into the perimeter surface, each 
groove being positioned substantially parallel to the circumference of the roller, 
each groove having (i) a groove depth that varies between approximately zero 
inches and 0.02 inches, (ii) a groove length of between approximately 0.1 inches 
and 0.3 inches, and (iii) a groove width of between approximately 0.005 inches 
and 0.015 inches. 

26. (Previously Presented) A method of manufacturing a tape roller of a guide 
assembly for a tape drive, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a rotatable roller having a circumference and a perimeter 
surface; and 

forming a groove into the perimeter surface so that the groove has a 
groove length that is less than the circumference. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 26 wherein the step of forming a groove 
includes forming a plurality of spaced-apart grooves into the perimeter surface so that 
each groove has a groove length that is less than the circumference. 

28. (Original) A method of manufacturing a roller for use in a guide assembly 
of a tape drive, the method comprising the steps of: 
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providing a roller portion having a circumference and a perimeter surface; 

and 

forming a groove into the perimeter surface so that the groove has a 
groove depth that varies along the length of the groove. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 28 wherein the step of forming a groove 
includes forming a plurality of spaced-apart grooves into the perimeter surface so each 
groove has a groove depth that varies along the length of the groove. 

30. (Previously Presented) A method of reducing lateral tape motion of a 
storage tape adapted for use in a tape drive, the method comprising the step of: 

providing a tape drive having a guide assembly that includes a rotatable 
first roller having a perimeter surface, a circumference, and a groove disposed 
into the perimeter surface, the groove having a groove length that is less than the 
circumference. 

31 . (Original) The method of claim 30 including the step of rotatably mounting 
the first roller on a roller mount so that the storage tape passes over at least a portion of 
the perimeter surface of the first roller during operation of the tape drive. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 31 including the step of providing a second 
roller having a perimeter surface, a circumference, and a groove disposed into the 
perimeter surface, the groove having a groove length that is less than the 
circumference; wherein the storage tape passes over at least a portion of the perimeter 
surface of the second roller during operation of the tape drive. 

33. (Previously Presented) A guide assembly for reducing lateral movement 
of a storage tape in a tape drive, the guide assembly comprising: 

a first roller including a perimeter surface, a circumference, a longitudinal 
axis and a plurality of spaced apart grooves disposed into the perimeter surface, 
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each of the grooves having a groove length that is less than the circumference 
and at least one of the grooves having a groove length of between approximately 
0.01 inches and 1.5 inches. 

34. (Previously Presented) A guide assembly for reducing lateral movement 
of a storage tape in a tape drive, the guide assembly comprising: 

a first roller including a perimeter surface, a circumference, a longitudinal 
axis and a groove disposed into the perimeter surface, the groove having a 
groove length that is less than the circumference, and a groove depth that varies 
between approximately zero inches and 0.02 inches along the length of the 
groove. 

35. (Previously Presented) The guide assembly of claim 1 wherein the 
percentage of the perimeter surface onto which grooves are disposed is greater than 30 
percent. 
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